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is superfluous only if the first Canto is superfluous j the one
completes what the other began. The Ladye in her secret bower,
able through her magic art to hear and understand the voices
of the intermediate world of spirits, learns that Fate has decreed
the union of her daughter with a bitterly hated enemy. She
resolves to fight against it, and recognising the strength of her
adversary, sends for the mighty book of the great wizard of her
clan, a book buried with him and only to be claimed as a last
resource in an hour of supreme peril. But Fate is too strong for
her. The instrument with which she had hoped to defeat Fate,
becomes the instrument of her own defeat. Her messenger is
her stoutest and most trusty retainer. He courageously * wins
the treasure of the tomb,' but as he is bearing it back he en-
counters Cranstoun, the daughter's lover, and is unhorsed and
seriously wounded. Cranstoun rides off, leaving the un-
conscious • knight to the care of his page. But Fate has so
ordered it that the page is a goblin, a truant imp of the great
wizard's, who having strayed from his supernatural master has
attached himself to Cranstoun, and with all his goblin tricksi-
ness is most devoted to his temporary human master. The
inquisitive goblin spies the book in the breast of the wounded
messenger, smears the clasps with blood, and opens it. He is
struck to the ground by a buffet from a supernatural hand
before he has time to read more than one spell; but with the
help of that spell, he manages the human puppets of the story
so as to bring about the very end that the Ladye feared. With
the help of the book from which the Ladye had hoped to learn
how to baffle Fate, he conveys Deloraine to her chamber, lures
away the heir of Branksome to fall into English hands, and
steals Deloraine's armour so that Cranstoun may take his place
in the duel and win back the Ladye's son for her. She cannot
refuse her daughter to the deliverer of her son and heir. Pride
is quelled and Love is free. The story of the lovers ends here,
but the * Lay' would have been incomplete if it had not told how
the Ladye bore her defeat by Fate, and what became of the imp
whom Fate had used as an instrument in the struggle. The
last use that she makes of her magical power is to punish him
for his intervention by making the wizard take him back to per-
petual imprisonment.	.	.. .

